Yearbook Photo Assignment (homecoming)

NAME:____________________________________________
For this assignment you will submit 5 different photos that may be published in the high school yearbook if they’re good enough!  Remember your composition guidelines, keep the backgrounds simple, and try to use a large aperture, zoom in, or get close to create a shallow depth of field (your photos will look more professional this way).  Use portrait mode, or better yet, aperture priority mode if your camera has it.  Creativity is strongly encouraged!

Hints: When it comes to getting good portrait photos for the yearbook is, don’t be shy.  You may feel awkward asking people you don’t know to take their pictures, or uncomfortable standing on the gym floor or on the field instead of in the bleachers with your friends during an assembly or sporting event, but that’s what it takes to get good pictures!  Get over your discomfort; this is the sacrifice serious photographers make for their art!
Your project must include:

· All exposures uploaded to iPhoto on your computer at school, @ least 50/photo day for a 4 on the time management standard.
· Any 5 of the photo options below uploaded to Picasa. At least 1 photo should be black and white (but no more than 2). 
1. Spirit week: All week your fellow students will be dressing up in different outfits to celebrate homecoming, so capture someone in costume.  Be aware of your background, the high school hallways usually offer poor lighting and distracting/boring backgrounds.
2. Parade: The homecoming parade happens during the school day on Friday, so be there and get some shots.
3. Dance: If you attend the dance, take a photo of a group of friends dressed to the nines, a couple dancing, or a professional looking portrait of a couple. You may need to use a flash or find a brighter area of the dance floor to avoid blurriness (also set your ISO higher, and use a large aperture).
4. Sports: Attend any athletic event this week and document it with your camera e.g. football, soccer, volleyball, cross country race, or even powderpuff (girls play football) or peachfuzz (boys play volleyball).  The photos don’t need to be of sports action, but can be of players on the sidelines, warming up before the game, or their reactions afterward (think about the emotions involved with victory or defeat).
5. Royal Portrait: Take a photo of any member of homecoming royalty at any grade level.  This might be best at the assembly, parade, dance, or football game because they’ll likely be wearing a crown and sash.  Get close up, don’t stay in the bleachers for this one!
6. Academics: Politely ask a teacher if you may enter their classroom to take pictures for the yearbook, but use your best judgment, if it doesn’t look like a good time to interrupt, it probably isn’t!  The idea here is to catch a student or teacher engaged in an interesting lesson or activity, i.e. something out of the ordinary (ask your teachers if you may document an activity in your own class).
7. Staff: The yearbook isn’t just for students.  Pictures of teachers, administrators, secretaries, counselors, and coaches can be a great addition too.  See if you can get them “in their element.”
8. Group portrait: Group shots are great for including more students in the yearbook.  Arrange a group of 3 or more students.  Be careful not to crop anyone out, or crop anyone at the joints (hands/feet).
9. A face in the crowd: Capture the feeling of being in the bleachers at a game or high school pep assembly, try to convey the sense of noise and energy with a photograph.  Be selective and choose just a few people to focus on as your subject/s.
10. Hall culture: We spend a lot of time hanging out in the halls of the high school: before school, after school, moving from one class to the next. Challenge yourself by trying to create a quality portrait in this admittedly less than ideal setting (in terms of light and background). Look for interesting interactions between students.
· A label for each photo in the caption space in Picasa (use labels above).

· Choose 1 photo and answer all 4 of the following questions about it in specific detail.  Use one comment field in Picasa for each question, number them, and answer them in order:

1.    Why did you choose this photo (why do you like it, how does it fit the requirement)?

2. Explain the camera setting/modes you used and why!  You must include the f/stop and shutter speed numbers with an accurate explanation of how these affected the photo for full credit!  (If you can’t set aperture and shutter speed, or you used auto mode, you can still write about how the aperture and shutter speed affected the photo or why the camera chose them.)
3. What iPhoto tools did you use in the editing process, e.g. cropping, exposure, histogram, contrast, saturation adjustments etc?  Explain why you made these edits for full credit?

4. What decisions did you make and/or challenges did you encounter while physically taking the photo.  If your answer reads, “I did not make any decisions or encounter any challenges,” you will earn a 1.  Be a conscious and intentional photographer, and remember, “You don’t take a good photograph, you make it.” –Ansel Adams

PROJECT DUE: 
